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And you know, let me just say one other
thing to everybody who objects to this today.
I'm almost 50 years old. I have never seen a
deer, a duck, or a wild turkey wearing a Kevlar
vest in my life. You do not need—{laughter]—
you do not need these bullets.

So I ask you all to support this. I ask you
to oppose the efforts of the lobbies in Wash-
ington to lift the ban on assault weapons. I
ask you to oppose their efforts to roll back the
crime bill; oppose their efforts to keep us from
getting all these horrible police-killing bullets
out of our lives; and, as Senator Simon said,
oppose their efforts to indiscriminately say all
felons can have their guns back.

We live in the freest nation the world has
ever known, because over 219 years we have
found ways to agree on discipline, restraint, and
order, to preserve our liberty. And all, all sys-
tems of discipline, restraint, and order affect
the law-abiding and the lawless equally. That
is the point.

So I ask you all today to remember that.
I accept this award today, even though I don’t
feel like I deserve it, because I just did my
duty. And I knew because of my childhood and
the life I live and the State I governed what
the issues were, what the stakes were, and what
the forces in play were in this battle over the
Brady bill, the assault weapons ban, and the
cop-killer bullet issue.

Most of the people on the other side of this
issue are good people. But they don’t have your
experience. And it is time for them to think
about you. It is time for them to make minor
concessions so that you can have major advances
in safety, in security, in the future of your chil-

dren, in the security of your police officers, in
the Austin neighborhood, in Chicago, Illinois,
and throughout the United States of America.
It is time for us to pull together on this issue
and do the right thing.

Abraham Lincoln, who saved our Republic,
said something very important in his first inau-
gural. When the country was coming apart at
the seams over the issue of slavery and we were
headed smack-dab into a Civil War, and when
half the people in the country hated him and
he’d been elected President with only 39 per-
cent of the vote, he had the understanding to
say, “We are not enemies, but friends. We must
not be enemies.”

So I say to you today, my friends: Let us
stand up for the future of our children. Let
us stand up for the security of our police forces
and their ability to work with us. And let us
say to those who disagree, we ask you for a
minor contribution to a major public good. Let
us not be enemies but friends.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 10:05 a.m. at the
15th District Police Headquarters. In his remarks,
he referred to Mike Robbins, Talmadge Jackson,
and Milan Bubalo, Chicago police officers wound-
ed in the line of duty; Bill Nolan, president, Chi-
cago Fraternal Order of Police; Sgt. Keith Turney,
chairman of the trustees, Illinois State Fraternal
Order of Police; Leroy O’Shield, commander,
15th District, Chicago Police Department; Mark
Karlin, president, Illinois Council Against Hand-
gun Violence, which sponsored the award; Matt
Rodriguez, Chicago Superintendent of Police; and
Bishop Shepard Little, Church of God in Christ.

Message to the Congress Transmitting Legislation To Limit the Availability

of Certain Handgun Ammunition
June 30, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:

Today I am transmitting for your immediate
consideration and passage the “Saving Law En-
forcement Officers’ Lives Act of 1995.” This Act
would limit the manufacture, importation, and
distribution of handgun ammunition that serves
little sporting purpose, but which kills law en-
forcement officers. The details of this proposal
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are described in the enclosed section-by-section
analysis.

Existing law already provides for limits on am-
munition based on the specific materials from
which it is made. It does not, however, address
the problem of excessively powerful ammunition
based on its performance.
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Criminals should not have access to handgun
ammunition that will pierce the bullet-proof
vests worn by law enforcement officers. That
is the standard by which so-called “cop-killer”
bullets are judged. My proposal would limit the
availability of this ammunition.

The process of designating such ammunition
should be a careful one and should be under-
taken in close consultation with all those who
are affected, including representatives of law en-
forcement, sporting groups, the industries that
manufacture bullet-proof vests and ammunition,
and the academic research community. For that
reason, the legislation requires the Secretary of

the Treasury to consult with the appropriate
groups before regulations are promulgated. The
legislation also provides for congressional review
of the proposed regulations before they take ef-
fect.

This legislation will save the lives of law en-
forcement officers without affecting the needs
of legitimate sporting enthusiasts. I urge its
prompt and favorable consideration by the Con-
gress.

WILLIAM |. CLINTON

The White House,
June 30, 1995.

Remarks to the American Association of Physicians From India

in Chicago
June 30, 1995

Thank you so much, Dr. Khedkar. Thank you,
Dr. Ahuja. And thank you, Dr. Lalmalani, for
that terrific speech. I was just sitting here
watching you speak with such energy and enthu-
siasm. And I was thinking to myself, I hope
he stays in medicine and out of politics until
I'm through. [Laughter] Dr. Rupani, thank you
for welcoming us to Illinois. To my good friend,
B.K. Agnihotri, it's good to see you, and out
of the South, where we normally see each other.
We're delighted here with the presence of the
Indian Health Minister, Minister Antulay. Thank
you very much for coming from such a long
way. And I am especially delighted to see the
Indian Ambassador to the United States, Mr.
Ambassador Ray. Thank you so much. Thank
you. We're delighted to see you.

As I think all of you know. I have been very
interested in education and in health care for
a long time. But I must say I was certainly
humbled when young Dr. Ambati was intro-
duced at 17 years old. Then it was whispered
in my ear that his brother became a doctor
at the ripe old age of 19. [Laughter] Is that
right? There he is. He was so old he hardly
had any years left to practice at 19. [Laughter]

That’s remarkable. You know, when I was
elected Governor at 32, they said I was too
young. When I was a college professor at 26,
they said I was too young. When I was elected
the third youngest President at the age of 46,

they said I was too young. Where were you
guys when I needed you? [Laughter] Well, your
families and your friends and, indeed, all of
us should be very, very proud. And congratula-
tions to you, to both of you.

I know that Hillary would want me also to
say, since I am the one doing the speaking
today, that she and our daughter Chelsea had
a magnificent time on their trip to India and,
indeed, throughout South Asia. As I said to your
board of directors a few moments ago, they
came home laden with photographs, with films,
with books, with all kinds of gifts. You could
go to some places in the White House and some
corners, and all of you would think you were
back home. You would not even recognize—
[laughter]—that you were in the President’s resi-
dence.

But it was a remarkable experience for her,
a transforming experience for our daughter, and
a great learning experience for me by extension.
I can also say I am very, very proud of the
strengthening relationships between the United
States and India since I have been President.
We have been fortunate, thanks to the end of
the cold war, to be able to bind these two
great democracies more closely together, to sup-
port the economic reform efforts in India, to
support a closer political relationship, to look
toward a 21st century in which together we can
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